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The question of how ideas, knowledge and power are transmitted from 

generation to generation provides the motif which unites the ten essays 

in this collection. Developed from the findings of a study day in honour of 

Trinity College Dublin Professor Emeritus John Scattergood which 

explored the theme of Age and Youth in Medieval and Early Modern 

Literature, the contributors consider the inter-generational relationships 

in these periods and the ways in which new ideas are developed as old 

learning is passed on. The scope of responses to the theme is broad: the 

essays consider, for example, traditional tales reinvented for a 

contemporary audience; the historiographical representation of 

succession; the intellectual development of the relationship between 

master and pupil; and allegorical representations of age and youth, 

among others. The second festschrift to honour John Scattergood, this a 

fitting tribute to a scholar who has taught or inspired many of the 

contributors. Scattergood‘s influence and wide-ranging scholarly 

interests are lauded frequently throughout the collection; indeed, this 

influence is manifested in the way contributors have pushed the 

boundaries of the period they examine. From Anglo-Saxon genealogy to 

nineteenth-century medievalism, the essays explore a surprisingly 

diverse range of issues relating to the theme of age and youth, while 

maintaining an awareness of the way in which the theme connects to 

their own development as scholars thanks to Scattergood‘s work. 

Francis Leneghan provides the opening essay to the collection, 

tracing the ways in which old tales were shaped into new forms in Anglo-

Saxon poetry. Taking the ‗Scyld Scefing‘ episode in Beowulf as his focus, 

Leneghan centres his argument around ‗the transition of an ―oral text‖ to 
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the written page‘ (22), emphasising the ways in which poets shaped the 

tales which they had inherited into a new form. Putting forward the 

suggestion that Scyld Scefing is a creation of the Beowulf poet himself, 

Leneghan considers the text to be ‗the most sophisticated surviving 

literary example of this process of cultural negotiation‘ (35), in which 

instances of biblical, Germanic and pagan classical influences can be 

traced. 

Erik Kooper focuses his essay on the reigns of three twelfth-

century English kings — Henry I (1100–35), Stephen (1135–54) and 

Henry II (1154–89) — to consider the ways in which medieval chroniclers 

respond to issues of succession and inheritance. Kooper summarises the 

accepted historical accounts of each reign, noting that these are 

necessarily selective in the events they included, as a desire to provide a 

succinct argument rendered a full historical record impossible.  

Footnotes to further reading are provided where appropriate. The 

historical accounts are presented alongside an analysis of the available 

accounts in chronicles which span the years 1290 to 1465. Noting that 

chroniclers often made ‗very personal choices‘ (51) in their representation 

of succession, Kooper unravels the varying accounts to deliver a reading 

focused on issues of legitimation and the transmission of power in the 

medieval period. 

Brendan O‘Connell highlights the importance of the Dialogue of the 

Exchequer, written by Richard FitzNigel, Royal Treasurer in the 23rd year 

of Henry II‘s reign, in a discussion of transmission of knowledge and 

power through the generations. Noting that the text equates a rupture in 

legitimate succession with a rupture in intellectual transmission, 

O‘Connell also suggests that FitzNigel illustrates that ‗knowledge can 

only be preserved and augmented as long as debate and dialogue 

continue‘ (59). The text depicts the evolving relationship between master 

and pupil, inverting traditional representations of issues surrounding age 
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and youth as the older pupil initially displays embarrassment over his 

need of a younger tutor.  The characters develop into intellectual equals 

before the narrative ends abruptly as the pupil supersedes the master 

with a difficult question. O‘Connell highlights how the text serves to 

complicate our understanding of the inter-generational transmission of 

information. 

The medieval understanding of the relationship between age and 

youth is further explored in Darragh Greene‘s essay on The Parlement of 

the Thre Ages.  Contending that the Parlement represents a closed text, 

Greene suggests that the debate over what it means to ‗live well‘ between 

the three ages of Elde, Medill Elde and Youthe remains unresolved. 

Greene suggests that, despite Elde‘s silencing his competition and thus 

securing a win via the formalities of debate poetry, the character 

misunderstands the point under discussion, introducing an irrelevant 

thesis to the argument. The ages, Greene asserts, are so tightly bound up 

in their personifications that they cannot see from the perspectives of 

others, and so cannot settle the debate themselves.  Instead, the 

question of how one ‗lives well‘, as well as the issues surrounding the 

relationship between age and youth, are left for the reader to consider. 

Niamh Pattwell provides a reinterpretation of the life of Isabelle of 

France (c. 1295–1358), a study she came across when Scattergood, her 

doctoral supervisor, inadvertently directed her towards the material. 

Drawing attention to a little-studied manuscript, British Library Cotton 

Galba E XIV, Pattwell contests the traditional view of Isabelle as an 

impoverished prisoner towards the end of her life. This provides an 

interesting approach to the examination of the stages of life through 

careful analysis of the surviving textual evidence available.  Tracing 

records of music, art and literature which Isabelle had commissioned 

around the time of her death, Pattwell illustrates the rich and social life 

of the Queen Mother after her fall from power.   
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Clíodhna Carney considers Chaucer‘s treatment of the theme of 

age and youth in ‗The Franklin‘s Tale‘. Emphasising the importance of 

the link passage — which depicts the Franklin‘s reproach of his own 

son‘s waywardness in comparison to the Squire — to the Franklin‘s tale 

itself, Carney focuses her discussion on the relationship between father 

and son in this text.  Asking, ‗Is the Franklin really disappointed in his 

son, or is the son just the more youthful image of his father…?‘ (92), 

Carney explores the ways in which Chaucer addresses issues of personal 

development from youth to old age.   

Francis McCormack considers the juxtaposition between the ‗old 

ways‘ of the pre-Reformation Church and the ‗new ways‘ of Lollard 

doctrine in John Clanvowe‘s The Two Ways. Indicating that Clanvowe‘s 

treatise frustrates the critic searching for a record of Lollard doctrine, 

McCormack reminds the reader that, rather than constituting a 

homogenous set of ideas, Lollardy in the fourteenth century was a 

‗decentralized movement‘, one which is difficult to define clearly. Indeed, 

McCormack finds it difficult to trace instances of explicit subversion in 

the text, noting that this is only read into it because of the writer‘s self-

proclaimed Lollard status.  The apparent orthodoxy of Clanvowe raises 

interesting questions regarding attempts to define orthodoxy and 

heterodoxy in this period: it may prove more useful to question the 

definition of Lollardy in this context. In her study, McCormack draws 

attention to the complicated nature of doctrinal transmission. 

The final three essays of the collection focus on the ways in which 

later writers responded to the medieval texts they encountered. Eiléan Ní 

Chuilleanáin moves the focus of the collection to Renaissance literature, 

examining the accounts of the Princes in the Tower as represented by 

Shakespeare in Richard III and his source text, Thomas More‘s History of 

Richard III. Ní Chuilleanáin explores issues surrounding the role of 

sanctuary and childhood innocence set against the backdrop of 
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Renaissance writers‘ changing attitudes towards their medieval 

inheritance. Similarly, John J. Thompson charts the reception of a 

fifteenth-century manuscript (comprised of a version of the Middle 

English Prose Brut and a series of genealogical diagrams in Latin) among 

seventeenth-century readers. Drawing on research gathered during a 

project involving early-career academics at Queen‘s University Belfast, 

Thompson links his essay with the theme of the collection to provide a 

wider view of cultures of transmission across the centuries. Karen 

Hodder continues this technique in the final essay, which considers 

nineteenth-century medievalism in the form of William Wordsworth‘s 

work.  Encouraged by Scattergood to pursue her interest in the influence 

of Chaucer upon the Romantic poet‘s work, Hodder uses her discussion 

of ‗The Manciple‘s Tale‘ to parallel the relationship between the 

fourteenth- and nineteenth-century poets with that which emerged 

between Scattergood and his students, illustrating the diversity and far-

reaching aspects of transition which this volume as a whole explores.   

At times the collection loses its cohesion as links to the theme of 

generation and transmission occasionally appear strained. It does not 

provide an exploration of attempts to suppress generation and 

transmission of knowledge, or indeed reactions to this attempted 

suppression, which would have provided an interesting counter-balance 

to the text. Nevertheless, the book is thought-provoking and will be of 

use to those who wish to explore information transmission in the 

medieval and Renaissance periods. 
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